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Abstract

Improper solid waste management is one of the causes of environmental and health problems
in many cities worldwide. It is in this context that the study aimed to determine the solid waste
management strategies used in Amaveni suburbs in Kwekwe, Zimbabwe and assess the health
and environmental problems associated with the solid waste management strategies used in
Amaveni. Researchers used a mixed method design in which quantitative and qualitative data
was collected at the same time. Semi —structured interviews, field observations and
questionnaires were used to collect data. The sample comprised 380 Amaveni residents, 3
Kwekwe City employees and one EMA official. Qualitative data was analyzed thematically
while guantitative data was analyzed using inferential statistics. Open dumping and open
burning were the dominant solid waste management strategies in Amaveni. The main health
problems identified were cholera and malaria. Air pollution, water pollution and loss of urban
beauty were the main environmental problems identified. From the findings it can be concluded
that solid waste management strategies used in Amaveni were associated with many health and
environmental problems and as a result a sustainable solid waste management model was

developed for Amaveni suburb.
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