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Abstract

For many years, Zimbabwean architecture was subjected to variants of appropriation and
materialization with multifarious effects on individual and collective identities. In particular,
its forced engagement with colonial powers followed by a repressive post-colonial state left
legacies of multi-layered elitist and totalitarian inscriptions. The chapter supports other
scholars who have regarded coping with African iconic architecture as something of a bind: a
combination of significance, contestability and asymmetry. It concludes that the mediating
influence of political power in the construction of these “grand” structures has rendered many

of the architectural products to vacillate between national icons and memory dispositives.
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