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Abstract

The ideal of democracy has dominated political science as a subject area in the
contemporary world of politics and is undoubtedly the most credible and valued
principle of social organization. In the conscience of people it has come to mean
the choice between constitutional and arbitrary authority, empowerment and
marginalization, freedom and thraldom, voice and noiselessness. Thus as a global
phenomenon, the general idea of democracy, both as theory and praxis has
become inestimably seductive to practically all peoples and countries(Prah)..Social
Scientist has placed less attention on the relationship between Political culture and
Democratic governance in Africa in general and Zimbabwe in particular. More
emphasis has been placed on neo-colonialism, elections and electoral systems
ignoring the importance of political culture in democratic consolidation.Every
African country purport to be democratic but findings point out that, Africa’s
political landscape is defines by a culture of impunity and that the ethos of good
governance have been mutilated. As for Zimbabwe, democratic decay and
violence has been the defining feature of the political environment. A culture of
impunity characterized by electoral fraud has engulfed Zimbabwe's political
landscape and this has defined the political culture of the system of governance.
Violence and political instability has negatively affected Zimbabwe's political
economy.Political culture is extremely vital and crucial for democratic practice and
the ideal of democracy is highly dependent upon a particular political culture in a
given country. Political violence, institutionalized intimidation, thugogracy,
lawlessness, inability to accept defeat, and multivariate conflicts have marked
Zimbabwe’s political landscape ,promoted by resource distribution, ideological
contestations, social differentiation along class, political party, gender and ethnic
cleavage, clearly have an enormous impact on the prospects for nurturing and
consolidation of democratic governance in Zimbabwe.
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