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Abstract

This paper examines ihe relationship donor agenda and political conditkjntthiy of donor agencies
{ujbwmed under euphemisms of development, good tovemaruc. ilemucracy, rule of law and rights),
and self-determination (cultural freadon and autonomy) by [llo recipient coniniujjilwi using
Zimbabwe as the case study. The fipnmd-e dusnrcH of Nun-Govcrn mental Organisations by the
Zimbabwean government in hc ptti[-2f|f)0 period vU-a-vis the uproar iti the civil society concerninn
llicsc closures illustrates the challenges posed hy external influences on supposedly autonomous
domesiic polity UteNLon nuking, Indicative of (his. is the agenda, conditionalities and prescriptive
development paradigms by ihc don.ir uppncics which disregard the hjlc of cultural capital in
sustainable development. K is argued in this paper that, (he programmes ofNGOs in Zimbabwe
an; aligned lo the agenda and conditionalities of the donors which imply that they Llack
autonomy io its.operations- And thoretbre. thore is M eccentric setting in thii nature ofgiving
whore thu giver (donor) is active as demonstrated by defining the needs ofthe recipient while
the recipient (communities) remain dormant with virtually no choice. Thus 'he giver defines
the need* of [he communities and provide for those needs which could be imaginary in a way
he secs Jit. As aresult, tbe NGOs get into the coiiimunittes with preconceived answers and
solutions to the communities for the questions and problems they do NOl have. In thin study. it
v.as shown that Hit 1UdILh, u”lidii, {Liid uoliditiQLilit-h of [lie donatf Arjliji* CtUIOrblUc @ kLjCLr=l
extension. !> in turn EOhlfavcrt-L's thc economic, sOuial, political, And religious StructLucs :riuL
phikin>phiea which sustain (he local com mutinies. ‘ibis is culcur®i| capital, which if it would have been
susUli'lcll. wuuld have contributed to susuiiiiahlo development. Therefore, cultural susiainabiliiv

agpicl Hthc background of foreign aid in not obtainable



