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Abstract

Industry is the production of an economic good or service within an economy. These
industries are often classified into five divisions, first, primary, largely extractive industry
where agriculture, tertiary, concerned with providing services. Fourth, quaternary, whose
business is knowledge production. Fifth, quinary, which is about culture and research.
Industry operates on the basis of production, target consumers and geographical reach.
Following the Industrial Revolution, perhaps a third of the world's economic output is
derived from manufacturing industries more than from agriculture. However, Sachikonye
(1984) asserts that, in developing countries, Zimbabwe included, agriculture is the mainstay
of the bulk source of inputs for agro-based and manufacturing industry accounting for the
majority of export and employment. This article argues that agro-based industry in Zimbabwe
has been losing its grip gradually and there is an imperative to re-invest in it. The power and
domination by agro-based industry in Zimbabwe has waned in the face of climate change,
land reform programmes, sanctions by the west, rural urban drift by the able-bodied and a
general disappearance of large commercial farming. This article shall use desktop, interviews
and focus group discussions to, first, establish the position of agro-based manufacturing in
Zimbabwe then discuss the advantages of re-investing in it. Conclusions are that agriculture
based industries have gone down over the years and re-investing is the solution basing on the
availability of resources such as land, minerals, human and implements. Agro-based industry
is primary and, therefore, the source of livelihoods and has the capacity to benefit the rest of
the industries.



