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Abstract

This article explores and evaluates cases of romance and sex in Zimbabwe’s war of
liberation as they are treated in the Zimbabwean war novels. It is that particular war
which yielded political independence in Zimbabwe on 18 April 1980. The article
compares and debates the accounts novelists of both Shona and English expression
give on the matter in question. For the purpose of clarity of analysis, the researcher
divides into two those intimate sexual encounters that took place between men and
women during the war. There were those encounters which the researcher terms
‘positive and progressive’ on one hand. On the other hand, there were those encounters
the researcher terms ‘negative and regressive and/or retrogressive’. The researcher
argues that, the two types of sex-based encounters of the war time were and still are of
critical importance since they constitute one major way in which women in particular
contributed in that war. That effort is pertinent since there is a tendency in Zimbabwe
of visiting and revisiting the war in season and off season with the view of either promoting
or denigrating individuals on the basis of their perceived contribution in that war. By
revealing one other way in which women made an unforgettable contribution in the
liberation struggle, this article directly lobbies for a change in the attitude of the society
towards women. In principle, women are said to have fought side by side with menin
the war of liberation and yet in practice, they are not promoted at the same rate with
men. Men are promoted more than women at almost all levels of govemment and state
structures. That scenario creates a mendacious view that women were minors in the
struggle for independence. Four novels were chosen for use in this study. They are:
Vavariro (Choto 1989), Chakwesha (Chimhundu 1990), Harvest of Thorns
(Chinodya 1989) and Echoing Silences (Kanengoni 1997).
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