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ABSTRACT

The article explores child rights violations emanating from harmful cultural practices in
Zimbabwe. A qualitative case study research design was used. The targeted population
included people considered custodians of the Ndebele culture in the Nkayi district of
Zimbabwe. Social workers familiar with Ndebele culture and working in the child protection
field within the NKkayi district also participated in the study. In-depth interviews were used to
collect data. The data were analysed using Creswell’s thematic analysis. Whilst culture
undoubtedly provides some ecological resources for the realisation of child rights, findings
highlight harmful cultural practices which violate children’s rights, and these are the focus of
this article.
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