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Abstract 

This paper applied the concept of survival analysis to estimate productivity duration among 

A1 farmers in Zimbabwe and to identify the main factors influencing the probability of 

productivity. The Cox hazard model and the Weibull parametric model were applied in this 

study to analyse farmer productivity and a sample of 176 randomly selected farmers and a 

questionnaire was administered to solicit information on the wages, education level and the 

level of government support in terms of input subsidies. The results showed that educated 

farmers are more likely to be productive and take lesser time to increase their productivity 

levels compared to less educated farmers. This then pointed to the fact that the government of 

Zimbabwe should have targeted the education of farmers first before embarking on resettling 

the A1 smallholder farmers and this can also be considered in future land reforms. The study 

recommended that there be farmer education initiatives to speed up their graduation from 

survivor to hazard farmers. 


