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Abstract 

 

Background: Current initiatives in southern Africa to medically assess former migrant miners for 

silicosis and tuberculosis, including statutory and lawsuitderived compensation programmes, 

require burden of disease information.Objective:To use clinical information collected on ex-

miners examined at the Occupational Health Service Centre (OHSC) in Lesotho, operated under 

the Tuberculosis in Mining Sector in Southern Africa (TIMS) project, to measure the burden of 

lung disease and respiratory impairment. Demographic, occupational and medical history 

information, chest radiology, spirometry, GeneXpert testing for tuberculosis, and pulse oximetry 

outcomes were analysed, and descriptive summary measures calculated, in a group of ex-miners 

examined in 2017 and 2018. 

 

 


