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    ABSTRACT
The determination of this study was to find out if the economic crisis and economic policies[endnoteRef:1]are largely to blame for the conflicts and instability which is an environment best described as absence of negative peace in the 21th century Zimbabwe. The research limited its scope to only the conflicts which occurred from the year 2000 up to the current year which is 2018. [1: ] 

[bookmark: _Toc512496603]The research used conflict analysis tools to better understand the dynamics, nature and actors in the conflict in Zimbabwe. Particular attention was given to scrutinize the extent to which economic factors caused instability. Only a sample of few key informants was implored as respondents, the research was also premised on documentary review and reports from social media platforms like twitter. Structured and Semi-structured interviews were used to collect the information from the selected respondents. The findings were centred on the information captured in both qualitative face to face interactions and quantitative. Another purpose of this research was to validate or falsify that the economic crisis and policies are to blame for the conflicts and instability in Zimbabwe and also to update the existing data concerning the study area
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INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH 
Economics has been in the centre of trending conflicts and human interaction, it is because of this observation that many policies, initiatives, and laws have been embarked on by the majority of the world leaders and governments to eradicate poverty and economic crises and try to create a sustainable utilization of the natural resources for the benefit of citizens so that peace and stability prevails.
There are various institutional frameworks that were designed and implemented in Zimbabwe with the sole responsibility of governing and distributing the natural resources which have an effect on the economy of a country. Example of such frameworks is, the ZIMASSET, The Economic Indigenization Act amongst many others. However the growth in demand of the both natural financial resources has not been met by adequate supply thus the occurrence of scarcity or in economic financial terms budget deficit is one of the root cause of the contemporary conflicts in the 21th century Zimbabwe
 This research also seeks to review if those economic policies put forward as legislation are having a retrogressive effects leading to conflicts and instability hence it is imperative to address the lacunas that were missed in policy making and implementation which is making it difficult in implementation and ending up not reaping the desired effect.
 Zimbabwe’s economic objectives are aimed at improving the living conditions and well being of its people, it is up to this end that economic policies are drafted and implemented to address scarcity and equitable distribution of the nation’s wealth. This research is a product of the innovative work of the researcher and other scholars herein acknowledged with the purpose of drawing a clear map to the economic recovery for Zimbabwe, this research is a contribution by the researcher to the betterment of life to fellow Zimbabwe citizens as it is his obligation as both a scholar and a normal Zimbabwean citizen. 
 However, this research is not a panacea to all issues regarding economics and peace but is rather offered as suggestions to the economic challenges being faced.
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Zimbabwe has faced an economic downturn from the 1990s due to the changes and policies that have been adopted. Before colonization, the people were pastoralists, farmers, iron smelters and hunters, that where some of the characteristics of their economy as evidenced by our history texts and books. Colonization was a result of economic interests and opportunities like factors of production needed by the European countries. Colonization necessitated a change in the economic practices of Zimbabwe from being based on pastorals, subsistence farming and hunting with small-scale mining being among their economic activities to the commercialization of farming practices, large-scale mining and many other economic practices and endeavours.
The negative effect of colonization resulted in the African citizens losing their economic freedom but also it had positive effects like that of bringing skills and technological developments in many sectors and aspects of life. A well-known scholar by the name of Karl Marx said those who own the economic means of production are the ones in control. The words of Karl Marx are a justification of the Chimurenga wars fought in what is now known as Zimbabwe once called Rhodesia in the 19th century and in the 20th century which was aimed at giving blacks economic empowerment and independence in a country where the economy and means of production were controlled by the white minority.
When talking about the country's  economy and economic policies , one has to include also what is known as Mercantilism which can be seen as the economic justification of the aggressive pursuit of the national interest (in the case of Zimbabwe the land invasion was viewed as mercantilism).One has to also consider (ZANU – PF) the ruling party, which was called the Marxist party because their principles were base on Karl Max views one needs to know how these principles influenced the policymaking in the post-independence era. (http://www.csae.ox.ac.uk/workingpapers/pdfs/2006-10text.pdf)
ZANU-PF came to power through a strong struggle for economic freedom, for that reason the new government's aim at the time was to stabilize Zimbabwe through redistributing land to facilitate for the black citizens who did not own land and resolve the land crisis in a peaceful manner. After the strategy of willing buyer willing seller failed to materialize fully, the government had to find ways to give the people land somehow. However the since the government did not have money to compensate the minority white farmers who were the owners ,it had to pass some statutes that gave it legal powers to appropriate land without compensation. In the 1980's Zimbabwe's economy was stable due to the foreign relations it had with Britain.
The terms of the Lancaster house agreement until Britain newly elected government discontinued the role played by the previous regime which was, providing funds to the Zimbabwean government for land reform purpose which was agreed upon the Lancaster House agreement. The coming in of Britain Prime Minister Tony Blair came with the souring of the relationship between Britain and Zimbabwe and negative implications to bilateral relations and marked the start of Zimbabwe's economic downfall. Zimbabwean Former President Robert Mugabe has blamed the gradual economic downfall on neo-colonialism imperialism and foreign involvement in form of trade restrictions and sanctions in economic practices of a country, which is a violation of a country's sovereignty. On the other hand, the accused which are the western countries have blamed it on the incompetence of the countries government which they say is corrupt to the core. Basically, Economic factors and policies are amongst the major causes of conflict in many countries. Collier et al. 2003, Fearon &Laitin 2003, Justino 2009, Elbadawi & Sambanis 2000, Hegre& Sambanis 2006 all share the same sentiments that a failing economic and economic decline are seen as the most powerful triggers of instability. The aforementioned scholar Justino (2009) said the following 
"The confluence of low incomes and economic decline causes a significant increase in the likelihood of domestic instability, and has sparked many rebellions……."
The other issues is to do with the Political economy which is the study of production , trade and their nexus with regulations, legal framework, practices and government as well as with the allocation of national revenue and riches. Also to be looked at are the issues to do with the debt that the previous Smith Regime had before the newly Elected government came into power this also strained the economy of Zimbabwe and also the Military expenditure of the soldiers who went to aid FRELIMO and other liberation struggles which Zimbabwe participated in after a decade of its independence. The research also looked at various economic policies implemented by Zanu pf's government after independence that landed the country on its current economic situation, not ignoring the effects of the ECONOMIC STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT PLAN (ESAP) of 1992 on the lives of the Zimbabwean population. According to ZIMBABWE COUNTRY ANALYSIS WORKING DOCUMENT FINAL DRAFT3 (October 2014)
Zimbabwe was at the peak of the economic crisis, there were unprecedented levels of hyperinflation, a sustained period of negative Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rates, massive devaluation of the currency, low productive capacity, and loss of jobs, food shortages, poverty, massive de-industrialization and general despondency in 2008. Shale, V., (2006) relates the Zimbabwean elections have been characterized by violence which has landed the country in an economic morass in all previous encounters which might be the work of imperial powers and saboteurs as Former president Mugabe suggested. He (Mugabe) suggested that every victory that ZANU PF had attracted or was concomitant with economic hardship and sanctions from the West.
Towards the end of 2008, hyperinflation led to leaving behind of the Zimbabwe dollar in business and adopted the United States dollar. The official recognition of the demise of the Zimbabwe dollar took place in February 2009, when authorities established a multicurrency system.
The country had to find a way to get out of the economic mess it was in which were intensified by political violence hence the SADC having the obligation to safeguard peace in the region facilitated peace talks between the two warring political parties ZANU PF and MDC which resulted in an Inclusive Government of National Unity. This new development curbed the economic problems which were at their peak. 
From that era until now Zimbabwe has been initiating fire fighting approaches to their ever emerging economic problems, recently that of cash shortage and the introduction of statutory instrument 64 of 2016 which the government said was a way to protect companies left in Zimbabwe.
In conclusion, some of the adopted economic mechanisms have been in place for a remarkable period but they seem to have failed or in putting it in a polite way have proven to be slow at producing the desired mandate of curbing economic problems like cash shortages, unemployment and many other factors of the economy. There is, therefore, the profound need to review such policies and put up measures and lay bare their deficit areas and limitations in order to pursue other preferences that enhance and promote good economic standards.
Problem statement
The research is an investigation on how economic crisis and policies has been the major causes of instability and absence of positive peace and how we can take steps to remedy our past mistakes, this includes retracing our steps to the beginning, were the sources of our problems were generated and also policies which did not reap their intended goals.
Objectives of the Research
The research’s objective is to validate or nullify the view that economic crisis and policies are the major cause of conflict and instability in the 21th century Zimbabwe. After having an analogy and appreciation of the present economic policies and proposed remedies by other scholars the research also explored what has to be done to enhance economic engagement and attract investors through recommending legislative reforms that are helpful towards achieving the aforementioned. The research will provide for new alternatives that Zimbabwe can adopt and implement to supplement their quest for economic recovery and pursuance of positive peace in Zimbabwe. The study seeks to point out the impacts of the economic engagements on peace and stability of a country. The research will explain the link or nexus between economic performance and peace and stability. The research will also try to surface or exhume what really must influence the formulation of foreign economic engagement and policy based on and in consideration of economic benefits.
The study is aimed at finding our previous mistake and offer different rules of engagement which will, in turn, attract international investors; the research also aims at reviewing Zimbabwe's economic policies that are said to be scaring away foreign investments. The research also seeks to find solutions to our budget deficits and foreign and domestic debts. This research will help other students and non-student researchers to have an adequate knowledge of how economic policies, foreign engagements might cause conflict within and outside the state.
This study will also help policymakers, legislators and political parties to consider the effects of their economic policies and embargoes and their foreign policies. The purpose of this study is not to reminisce about Zimbabwe's past and present economic crisis but rather stands as a positive contribution towards revitalizing our economy and giving suggestions and recommendations on how to move out of our current economic scenario.
Research Questions
1. What where the shortfalls encountered in their implementation of the land reform, ESAP?
2. How the economic policies caused conflicts in Zimbabwe and how can it be avoided in the future?
3. Besides national interests what are other factors which influence economic policy formulation
4. Were Zimbabwe's economic policies a success in bringing about peace and stability?
5. What should policymakers learn from these previous economic policies to improve 
their formulation techniques?
6. Assess the government’s argument that sanctions and natural disasters are the main causes to the current state of the economy in Zimbabwe
 Theoretical Framework 
A theory is an explanation of an aspect of the natural world that can be repeatedly tested using a predefined protocol of observation and experiment. The research is anchored on how economic policies cause conflict and instability and the researcher is going to use the Crisis Decision Theory. The theory simply explains how individuals, groups, or communities respond to situations in the face of negative events. The theory provides a critical link between theories of stress, coping and decision making research in the face of crisis. The theory gives a clear basis of assessing economic adaptation in Zimbabwe by the population during the economic crisis of the 21ST century. In the case of Zimbabwe, the theory provided a basis for understanding the impacts of the economic policies in Zimbabwe and a clear framework for analyzing the response that by the people to the economic policies will be drawn
According to Sweeny (2008), Crisis Decision Theory addresses two major questions regarding how people or community’s decision making processes occur in the face of negative events and the factors that predict response choice. The two major factors are then sub divided into three stages which include: assessment of the severity of the negative event, determining the response options and lastly evaluation of the response options. 
In the first stage, communities look closely at the severity of the negative event. Information about the causes, potential harm or consequences is sought. Information with regards to how other communities, individuals or groups who were in a similar situation responded is also compared and taken into cognizance in relation to their crisis. 

Furthermore, determining available response options is the second stage in crisis decision theory. The stage is when people ask themselves how they can respond to a problem for instance economic crises are usually concomitant with strikes, demonstrations ,marches and sometimes escalates to violence and civil wars. Sweeney (2008) argues that this stage is when people device plans as to how they can solve the situation at hand. Folkman et al 1986, Lazarus and Folkman 1984) are of the view that the stage is also when people look closely at their resources to determine their coping strategies. Likewise, this stage is fundamental in analyzing adaptation strategies in dealing with the problem of economic hardship ,in Zimbabwe it led to the formation of informal sector which does not benefit or contribute to the countries income because it usually does not remit taxes ,also the creation of parallel markets also known as the ”black market” . 
The third stage in crisis decision theory is evaluating the response options available. At this stage each response option is weighed and the advantages and disadvantages of each option are analyzed. Thus, the theory provides a fundamental guide to the assessment of economic policies and crisis as the major cause of conflict and instability in Zimbabwe in the21th century.
Adaptation Strategies in Zimbabwe will be looked at through the three stages, the researcher was able to look closely and assess the effectiveness of the coping strategies in the country where as highlighted in the final stage, the researcher weighs pro and cons of available options, this clearly showed the central part of the research that the researcher carried out, wanted to find out whether the adaptation strategies which might be in conflict with the government authorizes. Thus, indeed the theory provides a firm foundation in the analysis of economic crisis and policies as the major cause of conflict. Another theory suitable is that of Morris Altman called BEHAVIORAL ECONOMICS, ECONOMIC THEORY AND PUBLIC POLICY 
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
In conceptualising the researcher came up with the perception that peace and stability can only be achieved under a sound economic environment where investments are taking place, where there is a low level of corruption and also low level unemployment.
 Although many scholars have agreed that conflicts are part of human interactions and our day to day life, empirical evidence have showed that there are a few number of conflicts in countries that have managed their economies and averted economic crisis. Peace and stability are the dependent variables as they rely on the economy and economic performance and policies. Economic crises in the 21st century Zimbabwe have sparked public discontent causing demonstrations, marches and other collective actions taken by citizens to show their anger and attitude towards the state of affairs
In support of the aforementioned point, the roots and bases of the formation of the big opposition political party in the dawn of the 21st century were economic. The Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) was formed by discontent workers and representatives of the ZCTU and White commercial farmers’ union and other groups who had different economic ideologies which diverted and differed from that of the regime and government in power.
Delimitations
This study is focused on aspects of formulating a democratically based poverty alleviation and sustainable development economic policy and engagement for the benefit of the citizens of Zimbabwe promoting hybrid policies in the sense that it will be partly socialistic and capitalistic in nature, Socialistic in the sense that both economic and foreign policy must benefit every social class and capitalistic in the sense that our foreign economic policies must benefit our country mostly. The research is mainly focused on two variables that are economy, and peace. Also, it is confined to the era of the year 2000 to the current year which is 2018. Other States will also be used for analysis and comparisons especially those in Southern Africa but strictly not limited to those only. Others will be analyzed as well.
 Methodology
The research at hand is principally premised on reviewing the literature sources the researcher will also use primary source on how Zimbabwe's economic crisis and policies necessitated the situation became like it is today. Even though a scrutiny of the modes, in theory, is a requirement, a practical insight of the policy enforcement is also of importance because a theoretical approach on paper is different from the practical implementation or enforcement on the ground due to certain factors like subsidies and availability of resources. The use of the internet was largely relied on in respect of other jurisdictional practices similarly linked to the research at hand. Articles, video interviews, statutes, notes, textbooks and other undefined sources were used to a greater extent in the course and preparation of this research.
Data Collection 
The collection and assimilation of data was done in simple and straightforward modes for easy understanding.  The information collected was analyzed by the researcher. Data was analyzed, discussed and where need be was presented in the arrangements of charts, tables, and graphs. The researcher used the internet for a broader search in other jurisdictions. Because the research dwelled much on secondary sources of data, the research involved a plethora of articles, newspapers both national and abroad and also reports. The researcher observed both the economic policies of Zimbabwe and their impacts on peace within the country. The Researcher implored aid given by the Institute of Economics and Peace in form of online documents and publications that have great significance to the study being discussed.The technique which was used for sourcing data from government ministry of finance and economic development were questionnaires. Online Interviews were conducted largely targeting key informants that would be those who are experienced economists and also government officials who took part in implementing these economic policies. The research also relied on secondary sources that involved the literature on the subject matter. Literature text included books, speeches, newspapers, foreign policy and parliamentary reports online articles. Content analysis and textual analysis used to analyze data. Data collection also focused on responses acquired from the questionnaires, interviews, and observations.
The research design employed mixed research methods, In terms of sampling. People who have expertise in the subject matter were engaged. The researcher relied mostly on texts, articles and the internet and interviews.
DATA COLLECTION METHODS
KEY INFORMANTS
 Key informants were implored as respondents, especially those from the Ministry of Finance and economic development. The researcher got information from these key informants.
 STRUCTURED AND SEMI STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS
Fetterman (1989) defines interviewing as trying to understand what people think through their speech. There are different types of interviews, often classified by the degrees of control over the interview. In this research the researcher employed a. The informants had the liberty to choose their own scope and length and pace of the response and some even decided to deviate from the question originally given to them.. The researcher grouped the target population into categories of journalist who are well-informed experts in the operation of social media and how it is related to democracy. Social media opinion leaders, these comprised of those that have amassed a large following on social media such that their opinion is sought in almost every discussion especially on twitter and Facebook.Socio-political commentators who have been critical of the media laws in the country, legal entities whose expertise in interpreting law was essential to this research, and other citizens who are not part of the aforementioned groups. To present information gathered through interviews the researcher utilizes aliases to keep the identity of the respondents anonymous as per the agreement between the researcher and the respondents.
Research Design
There are two modes of research design put forward namely positivist (quantitative) design which focuses on quantitative research and phoneme logical (qualitative) design which is a softer, subjective and spiritual nature based on personal experience and insight. From the above designs, the researcher, however, was more inclined towards the phoneme logical design because the researcher had to deal with the research population that had an understanding of the present systems of economics for instance ministry of Finance and economics development personnel. The modes used to attain such data are discussed below in the sampling methods and data collection.
Sampling Methods
From the variety of the sampling methods that were available the researcher preferred to use judgmental sampling method and convenience sampling method. The judgmental sampling method is largely under the control and exploitation of the researcher's bigotry and predilections and the advantages to such a bias are that it reduces the time interval and expenses involved in procuring data. Convenience sampling involves sample units which are nominated on condition of them being easily accessible to the researcher's disposal.
The chosen units’ primary sources were those persons carefully considered to have perception and knowledge on the research topic and the choosing criteria used was solely based on the judgment and convenience of the student. Data collection involves primary data and secondary data assemblage. Primary data gathering is data composed specifically for the task at hand.
Springfield and Teddlie (2003) define mixed methods design as a method that includes both qualitative and quantitative data collection and analysis in parallel form (concurrent mixed method design in which two types of data are collected and analyzed in sequential form). 
The researcher used mixed methods in order to get enough data resource especially on the statistics, because at the end the initial results need to be explained hence the study had to use a triangulation of both quantitative and qualitative methods. According to Gage et al (`1989), a second method is needed to enhance a primary method using both methods helped the research to be understandable because of its multi-phases
1.6.4 Classification of Research Purpose
A research or thesis can be classified into exploratory research, explanatory research, and descriptive research purposes. The chief method favored by the researcher was exploratory because the research wants to analyze the impact of our economic policies on peace and stability in the country hence a review of existing data collected by other researchers and scholars was vital for this research.
DATA PRESENTATION
RESPONDENTS RATE IN PERCENTAGE[image: OLE-object]
Table 2. List of Aliases
	Interviewee
	Category
	Alias

	Key informant 1
	economists
	admire

	Key informant 2
	Political analyst
	Zabe

	Respondent 2
	Activist 
	THIS FLAG

	Respondent 6
	Legal practitioner
	Jordi


Source: Primary Data

Table 2: Interview response rate
	Respondents 
	Interview target
	Initial interviewed
	Response rate

	economists
	5
	4
	80%

	Activist
	3
	1
	33.3%

	Political analyst
	5
	3
	60.%

	Other Citizens 
	5
	5
	100%



CHAPTER 1
1.1LITERATURE REVIEW 
[image: ]SOURCE FIG 1: PILLARS OF PEACE(INSTITUTE OF ECONOMICS AND PEACE)
Introduction and overview
This research evaluates how economic policies and decline of the Zimbabwean economy caused civil discontent, conflict and instability. The research will move on to the reviewing of literature written by various scholars on the nexus between economic policies, and peace and stability. In doing so, the researcher acquaints himself with various literatures that have been propounded by scholars, concerning the topic.
This chapter sees the economy as a determinant of peace and peace as a determinant of the economy. Economist are of the view that a conflict is purported by a failed economic structure which can lead to political changes thus it is imperative for a government to come up with economic policies that sustain and favours their citizens in order to avert the people from wanting to subvert the regime in power during an economic crisis.
According to the ZIMASSET document of (2013) Zimbabwe has been a stable and peaceful country since independence on page 25 article2.24
 “Zimbabwe has enjoyed peace and stability since Independence, which has led to the creation of a conducive environment for sustainable socio-economic growth and development. Although the country is enjoying peace and tranquillity, the country continues to face the threats of interference, subversion and economic sabotage.”
Its either the government in writing the aforementioned, the peace that was being referred to is the negative peace which simply implies that there is absence of a violent conflict and no armed struggle or they were reluctant or it was convenient to define peace that way over looking and not paying attention to positive peace which comprises of the eight pillars of peace (see fig1).
In the same vein the statement above suggests that there are indeed economic problems but being caused by economic sabotage which meant that there is no sound business environment hence there was absence of positive peace in Zimbabwe.

The cause of such threats is care of the activities and practices done by the people in power through the policies they implement which might be translated or seen as benefitting and serving either national or their interests which exert an undesirable impact on the economy. It is essential therefore to have a great care of the importance of the economy, the economic policies and other variables detrimental thereto. This chapter specifically delves into the plethora of publications, presentations books and many other written sources which gives information on  Zimbabwe's economic policies, and its relationship with peace and stability the lacunas missed by these initiatives that were implemented in the 21st century. A general overview on Peace economics will be briefly touched to give a general understanding 1.2Political economy and Positive peace
Fig 2the wheels of development
The objective of this clause is to analyze various literatures by other scholars linear and important to the objective of this study and subject matter. In order to achieve the objective we have to specifically delve into the plethora of publications, presentations books and many other written sources which gives information on Zimbabwe's economic policies and their relationship with conflict and instability. This chapter digs into the views of other scholars who had conducted research on the subject matter before. What it endeavours to do is to get their understanding and line of thinking on the issues and also establishing a relationship between our two variables which are the economy and peace and stability. 
1.3Clientelism, Election campaigning manifesto and its effect on the Public policy ,economic perfomance[image: ] fig. 3
Clientelism is offering material favors and services for political supports according to Leonard Wantchekon(2001). This practice disrupt the pillar of peace which states that for positive peace to be achieved there must be equitable distribution of resources (see fig1)Wantchekon posits that it leads to a systematic privileging of a certain political group which might lead to the under provision of general public goods and services. Also clientelism most of the times deprive public policy of funding because politician tend to value their re-election more than the wellbeing of the people
In linking this to the study at hand one can say that Former President Mugabe used this system to prop up support in the previous elections in Zimbabwe. He promised to deliver 2,2 million jobs if he wins the election which is a promise that is up to the day he vacated office did not fulfil , under the hard economic hardship the citizens were in they were optimistic that if they vote for him their socio economic life will change for the better .Another clientelistic strategy he used was when he proposed to forgive all the debts of those who were owing the municipality councils money ,on water bills. Although he fulfilled the promise this had implications on the economy because the money owed to the council was not recovered leading in deterioration in services like refuse collection, provision of clean water and maintenance of sewage system which is concomitant to diseases outbreak. 
President Mugabe’s speeches seemed not to be in correspondence with the country’s budget ,him being a populist and one who was familiar with clientelism ignored his Minister of finance and Economic development‘s  statements on issues to do with government bonuses and government spending. Minister Chinamasa always stated that because of the budget deficit that the government is facing they did not afford to give civil servants bonuses and pay raises, but President Mugabe always said otherwise. Thus it can be said that clientelism sometimes opt to
                 “sacrifice economic rational on the alters of political expedience”
CHAPTER TWO : CONFLICT ANAYLSIS:
2.1ANALYSING THE CONFLICTS IN THE 21ST CENTURY ZIMBABWE 
Introduction 
In order to reach the desired goal that is of validating or nullifying the statement that the economic crises and policies are the major causes of instability there is need to analyse the conflicts that occurred from the era between 2000 and 2018. The research will  in this chapter firstly list the conflicts  that occurred in the aforementioned period and will in the discussion bring out the background, causal chain, actors and victims and dynamics .Handling of economic cataclysms involves well-planned policies in addition to coordination from the general public for instance if the economic initiative or policy you are about to implement is not popular or favoured by the people then that may prove to be problematic in the end an example can be drawn from the statutory instrument 64 of 2016. The research targets to study the current state of Peace in Zimbabwe and to reveal that the current situation is unappealing and is reeking of faults through detecting the malfunctions that cripple the smooth operation of the economy and offer reasonable conclusions
  2.1   CONFLICT ANALSIS TOOL
                           CONFLICT TRIANGLE


FIG 5
Conflict analysis   has three stages 
STAGE 1
· The first stage will have to delve into the background this has been done in the  prologue of this research and in the literature review which is in chapter  1
· Secondly the actors of the conflict in Zimbabwe are the citizens and the government
· One can also argue to put external actors like the Western block European countries and the Eastern bloc ( conflict of interests) also can make it an actor in the conflict in Zimbabwe also the group called Tajamuka and many other actors 
· Dynamics
STAGE 2
· It looks at the current response by the actors involved ,currently the government ‘s response to this conflict was to try to lobby  and organise marches and engage the international community for the removal of western imposed sanctions. The government ‘s argument was that the ZIDERA sanctions and other trade barriers and assets freeze were the reasons for the exacerbated budget deficit and one of the principle reason why it had been failing to reach its obligation to debt repayment and re imbursement. The western bloc responds is that they will be holding their grounds and   consider removing the sanctions given their demands of the ZIDERA amendment of 2018  are  met.
The citizens on the other hand are responding through strikes , demonstration and stay away, of recently there have been a group called tajamuka who called for the shutdown of the country and told every government employee to stay home. In retaliation the government passed the Public order And Security Act (POSA)  as their actions were deemed to be  disrupting and disturbing the day to day business of the country
· And the developments of the conflicts
NB: THE THIRD STAGE WILL BE ADRESSED BY THE LAST CHAPTER OF THE RESEARCH
· The third stage’s purpose is to identify the way  forward 
· And give a strategic conclusion and recommendation
Using fig 5 to explain and analyse the conflict in Zimbabwe the researcher is of the view that the economic situation which is on top of our triangle caused the behaviour of the actors that were involved in the conflict and eventually influenced the attitude and nature in relations of the actors involved
The above conflict analysis tool will aid this research in analysing the conflict in Zimbabwe in the 21st century. The notion and assumption of the researcher is that Zimbabwe is caught in a conflict trance or trap, in other words Zimbabwe has been in a conflict from the late 1990s but the conflict is not violent or can be said to be docent or latent at sometimes. Zimbabwe has not known positive peace which can be best described by fig 1 there have been many indicators that were sometime ignored or were not addressed properly by the authorities which has in turn sowed seeds of future conflicts. The coming in of the 21st  century came with economic problems like the flight of investors and business corruption and interference by political entities in the economic  affairs unpopular economic policies and decisions the sacrifice  of economic rational to achieve political posture and re election amongst many other that have been discussed and will be discussed  in the research.
2.2Early warning economic indicators of a conflict on its way
 Economic indicators like structural violence or loss of jobs and employment, the contraction of the economy in the famous BLACK FRIDAY   .Another indicator was that of unending strikes and demonstration due to increase in food prices and  the cost of living inflation 
Below are some of the root causes and contributors to the problems which were and are being faced in Zimbabwe in the 21st century how ever in the discussion below the research did not confine or limit the study to these only.
· The retrogressive effects of the Economic Structural adjustment plan (ESAP)of the end of the 20th century
· A controversial  and criticised land redistribution and reform program  
· Inherited  debts obligations from the smith regime 
· Confluence of external factors and external involvement
· The compensation of war veterans which strained  the budget and exacerbated the budget deficit  
· Incompetent and power managerial and leadership skills
· Increased military expenditure  in  1998 (Democratic Republic of  Congo military intervention mission)
· Flight of investors and businesses
2.3 ANALYSING ZIMBABWE’S ECONOMIC CRISIS AND THE PROBLEM IT BROUGHT
PROBLEMS BROUGHT BY THE CRISES
· POVERTY
· HUNGER
· POLITICALLY MOTIVATED VIOLENCE DURING ELECTIONS
· INCREASED CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES DUE TO UNEMPLOYEMENT
· THE FORMATION OF AN INFORMAL SECTOR WHICH HAS A BEARING ON THE FISCAL OF THE COUNTRY
 The economic crisis  caused the grow in numbers of opposition party supporters Chidochashe, L.Munangagwa. (2009), postulates that it is of great importance to consider the political economy because when looking at Zimbabwe’s economic crisis. The entanglement of politics economics and stability makes the Zimbabwean crisis solution even more complex.
According to the audiopedia (2016) political economy is defined as studying production and trade, and their relations with law, custom, and government as well as the distribution of national income and wealth. 
On the subject matter Chidochashe, L.Munangagwa. (2009) asserts that the country's economic problems go beyond macroeconomic policies but are reflective of the political impasse that has challenged the government. The aforementioned author also reiterated that the economic crisis being caused by political problems was also exacerbated by international condemnation and pressure which chases away potential foreign investors which is another pillar and characteristic that shows a country as having positive peace. In her research Chidochashe (2009) found coloration between economic crisis, policies and conflicts. It is to this end that economists uttered the following statement in relations to economics and politics 
















CHAPTER 3: 
3.1THE NEXUS BETWEEN ECONOMIC PERFOMANCES AND PEACE
INTRODUCTION
The chapter is premised on the nexus between economic performance and peace and stability .It is therefore imperative to first establish the pointers which influence economic performance below. In this chapter some of the economic policies and systems implemented by the Government of Zimbabwe will be briefly discussed to better understand and analysed by the researcher 
Economic performance is determined by three factors namely 
1. The economic system  and institutions that the government chooses to follow 
2. availability of resources to facilitate and necessitate the system 
3.  Public acceptance of such a system  .
It has been established in support of empirical evidence that every economic system have had its failures and success, and is influenced by political ideology. In context to Zimbabwe in relations to the study at hand the researcher is going to dwell on the economic systems that the government chose after independence and especially in the 21st century the reaction by the public and the economy towards that system 
NB: every economic system is associated with a certain ideology for example capitalism or socialism. 
Definition of the following terms 
Economy              : The production, distribution and consumption of goods and    services
Economic system: How society organize their economy
3.2:TYPES OF ECONOMIC SYSTEM AND THEIR CHARACTERISTICS         1COMMAND/PLANNED ECONOMY
In this economic system the government owns and manage all resources, they decide how the resources will be used and distributed.
- The Government following this type of economic system monopolizes the decision-making concerning the economy and on how to use the resources.
-Resources are said to be publicly owned
- Individual consumer have little influence
-it is associated with communism
Countries like china and Russia have flourished under this economic system
i)MARKET ORIENTED ECONOMY
-In this economic there is a little or no government involvement
-resources are privately owned and individual interests drive the economy
-consumers drive the economic decision-making by choosing the goods they want to buy
This economic system is associated to capitalism 
The United States of America has thrived under this economic system
iii)MIXED ECONOMY
NB: IT IS A COMBINATION OF COMMAND ECONOMY AND MARKET ECONOMY
-Mixed economy comprises of private ownership and government control
-both the government and the individuals make decisions on what to produce
-individual consumers and government decision-making
-it might be difficult to associate this economic system to any political ideology by in most countries were it exists they are usually socialists
Countries like Norway and Canada have prospered under this economic system

3.3MARKET ORIENTED ECONOMIC SYSTEM IN ZIMBABWE in form of ESAP (laissez faire)
1.1lose of jobs contributing to unemployment
1.2 discontinuation of free education having an effect on the literacy rate
1.3discontinuation of free health care leading to poor Zimbabweans to suffer and die     increasing the mortality rate and deaths
1.4increase in inflation rates which hurt the poor
 It is a capitalist, market oriented economic theory and an ideological conviction that encourages maximizing the economic freedom for individuals and thus reducing the amount of state intervention to the bare minimum. It is important to note that the concept of liberalism is closely intertwined with the aspect of globalisation. Preceding to the market based reforms of 1991 Zimbabwe formulated an import replacement development strategies forced several controls on trade, foreign currency flows and exchange rates.. General economic crisis was therefore looming and with no alternative, government accepted market reforms that ensured inflows of foreign currency and other support from IMF and WORLD BANK this in turn  worsened the problem
Dzinoruma ,t(2017) share the same sentiments with the above stated point the economic structural adjustment programme was meant to revive  the sinking economy but in turn worsened and intensified the economic problems which spilled over to the 21th century because the reform met huge public criticism and opposition.
Shonhayi, K et al (2018) is of the view that it was the neoliberal economic stance that the government took in the 90s that started the economic decline of the country ending in civil discontents and conflicts which manifested in different dimensions.
 Structural Adjustment Programs on Zimbabwe’s Public Health Sector had tremendous negative effects. There were cuts in public maintenance, reduction in incentives, reduction in salaries, an increase in the circulation of unprocessed drugs and brain drain. Privatization caused lack of incentives for that private hospitals to operate in Remote areas .Declines were in major indications of health and Zimbabwe failed to maintain the progress it had made in the first decade of Independence. Maternal Mortality increased from 238 per 100 000 deaths in 2000 while child mortality increased from 54 per 1000.
Through globalization and neoliberal’s ideas health care was put in the hands of people whose business was to maximize profits. Unfortunately the Globalization and Neoliberal theories assumed that all players’ men and women, rich and poor will be affected equally. The idea of sustainable development has had challenges due to the appearance of Neoliberal regimes and their premarket policies. 
 Zimbabwe had huge cuts in labour expenditure of both public and private enterprises leading to the loss of jobs for large number of the urban population through retrenchments which was seen as a way to cut the expenses of the government at the same time maintaining its revenue which was needed for the payment of the country’s debt. 
The few who remained had their wages and salaries hugely reduced to the extent that they could cope with the ever increasing costs of life and this impacted negatively on both the development of the country’s economy as well as the living standards of the people. As a result of the loss of jobs, urban strikes attracted massive support from large number of workers during that period culminating into a strong labor market. Also these retrenchments affected the public health sector as it robbed it of its critical and well qualified staff and exacerbating brain drain. Civil discontents, strikes, and demonstrations are a sign of unfavourable economic situations and a government should use early warning economic indicators to act upon a situation hence after the 1997’s 232 strikes it had to be ready for an economic meltdown in the following years to come. 
Chidoko, C., Makuyana, G., & Bemani, P. M. (2011) stipulates that  the formation of the informal sector had a negative impact to the fiscal policy of  Zimbabwe’s economy also coming with parallel markets.
 The impact of the neo liberalism which was realized through globalization saw to the increasing number of challenges which mostly affected the peace and stability  and the economy of Zimbabwe considering the retrenchment process which led to the loss of many jobs of both skilled and semi-skilled of individuals which negatively affected the countries development since there no longer was the work force to drive the country’s economic development particularly in the industries, health and education sector.
Olsen (1982) postulates that the neoliberal economic policies were supposed to free market forces reduce the role of state in the economy making economy more flexible and dynamic. 
The government was no longer providing free education and health care like it did in the 80s, this marked the discord between the citizens and the government as the people who had developed a dependency syndrome were now languishing in poverty. The people in power having been populists had a difficult call to make which they saw as having blowbacks to their political career. When the majority are poor or living in poverty they are bound to be in a conflict with the entity or regime that is responsible for their poverty. Poverty is defined by the Zimbabwe Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (I-PRSP 2016-2018)(2016) as a state of social economic deprivation resulting in the inability to provide for oneself and one family and failure due to societal, physical, social, economic, political, cultural, institutional and attitudinal barriers. The aforementioned paper (page 23 on the roots of poverty in Zimbabwe) goes on to say 
     “……Poverty was necessitated by the capitalist social and economic formation inherited        from the Colonial era characterized by a small formal sector, co-existing with a highly marginalized poor rural.”
3.4Operation Murambatsvina  Also Known  As  “TSUNAMI”
 The operation disrupted the economic activities of those who had find a way of earning a living through  the informal sectors through flea markets .The people’s livelihood was destroyed this caused tension to rise between the general populace and the government.The anger was further fuelled by the government ‘s national Housing  department failure to find interim measures and accommodation to shelter those that were left homeless
PUBLIC REACTION TO THIS POLICY
Many people were discontent with the government because of this economic system and decisions .The former populist leader seemed to have disappointed the people who he had promised better living conditions jobs free education and free health care service. Although this economic system could have worked under a normal economy where  all three sectors of the economy namely the primary, secondary and tertiary are functioning what they probably overlooked was that Zimbabwe was strongly relies on the primary sector which is the extractive sector comprising of farming and mining. The structural violence caused by loss of jobs made the people to have a bone to pick with the government
3.5 COMMAND ECONOMIC SYSTEM IN ZIMBABWE (Fast track land reform program)
NB: The reason why the researcher chose to classify the land reform program under the command economy is because of the Zimbabwean act which gave the state and government control over all the land 
The fast track land reform program of 2000 was concomitant with wide criticism by the international community especially the western block and those belonging to the European Union. The program was viewed as a desperate move by the Populist leader, the former President R.G.Mugabe to gather political support for the elections that year. However in response Mugabe reiterated that it was high time the people had their land back as it was the principle reason why they took up arms against a colonial regime, for social, economic and political independence.Hahlani, C (2010) postulates that one of the most visible blunders in terms of policy choice has been in the area of land reform. The land reform  and indigenous Act of Zimbabwe which is in accordance to the words of one Alemazang(2010)cited by Dzinoruma  ,T (2017) was a way of invoking a process of empowering its own people and silencing white dominance as they redressed the old precedence and antics of political periods.
Accelerated land reform policy (code-named Fast Track) launched in 2000 is a classical example of a policy choice as bad as they come. Not only was the policy planned ex post after it had already been started according to Hahlani, S article in the Journal of History and Development (Volume 1 Number 1 September 2010).The policy was also implemented against expert counsel and without any due regard for the concerns on its impact on the economy.
Although it was people oriented it had huge implications on their living standards as the GDP decreased due to the decline of agricultural produce by the people who had took over the former white commercial farms.
The land redistribution program has been said to be characterized by polarization neopatrinomialism, clientelism and done along partisan and racial lines as the supporters of the ruling party were the ones who benefited mostly from it. In the words of the Former President R.G.Mugabe the land reform attracted hate towards the nationalist government, ending in the sanctioning of the top government officials
                “The Government of Zimbabwe, in pursuit of the policy of empowering its people,   embarked on the Land Reform Program which resulted in Britain and its allies imposing
                Illegal economic sanctions on the country after year 2000.”ZIMASSET2013 (PAGE12 CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION)
 Normative economists are in support of the land redistribution program because they believe that for the avoidance of conflict, scarce resources must be shared equally that is what ought to be, it was the ideal thing to be done as people were showing science of discontent regarding this issue  many had previously invaded the white forms violently and it was reported that some of the farmers in some instances were beaten and some killed. Morgan Tsvangirai’t keynote address suggested that land reform  had a negative impact on the Gross Domestic Product of the country because it was not complemented by by provision of necessary infrastructure and also access to agricultural finance.
PEOPLE’S REACTION TO THE INITIATIVES
Many people welcomed the land reform as the majority of the people were without land, this  gave the regime the landslide victory it needed in the elections of 2000s .The mantra of those days where as follows
          “todeminda murambemakashinga imi shingirirai gadzirirai........”
In simple translation the shona  song  meant that they wanted land
The above citation was a popular song which was being sung by almost everyone except the white commercial white farmers who had their land taken so that it could be fairly distributed.

3:6MIXED ECONOMIC SYSTEM in form of (ZIMBABWE INDEGINISATION AND ECONOMIC EMPOWEMENT ACT(2007)
Zimbabwe’s Indigenization and economic empowerment posts thats the purpose of the main thrust or purpose of the act was to“   to provide for support measures for the further indigenization of the economy; to provide
for support measures for the economic empowerment of indigenous Zimbabweans; to provide
for the establishment of the National Indigenization and Economic Empowerment Board and its
functions and management; to provide for the establishment of the National Indigenization and
Economic Empowerment Fund; to provide for the National Indigenization and Empowerment
Charter; and to provide for matters connected with or incidental to the foregoing.”    
The above is an abstract from the Zimbabwe Indigenization and economic empowerment act of 2007.  
The act is said to be flawed in the sense that it does not encourage foreign investments opportunities hence it is counterproductive .This policy is categorized as a communist- socialist ideal of corporatism. Minister of Finance and economic Development giving his presentation on the 2018 financial budget said our country suffers from low business and investor confidence that has been making it difficult for the country to attract inward investments flows. The act is said to be the one hindering companies from coming into the country, that could offer employment to the unemployed people in the country hence that explains why it has been criticized .According to Peter Karungu an economist and senior lecturer in the department of economics AT  The Wits university in South Africa nothing will take place effectively if its not owned by the people ,this point is in support of  the IEEP which the government under Former President Robert Mugabe  initiated.
“employee share ownership scheme or trust”
This was very thoughtful of the government to have such clause in the act which shows their profound care and consent of the employees of companies but the problem is the people who are employed are only a fraction of those who are jobless and vending in the pavements. The act is not bad but the timing and the environment was wrong these type of policies should be put in place in a more sound economic environment were business are booming so that the government would have some leverage and are on the advantage,in our current situation were need foreign  investors as it is imperative for the country’s economic survival
Definition of “indigenous Zimbabwean” 
 According to the Indigenization and Economic Empowerment act  indigenous Zimbabwean  Means any person who, before the 18th April, 1980, was disadvantaged by unfair
Discrimination on the grounds of his or her race, and any descendant of such person, and includes
Any company, association, syndicate or partnership of which indigenous Zimbabweans form the majority
Of the members or hold the controlling interest;
The definition of an indigenous Zimbabwean was met with huge criticism as it was seen as excluding the white Zimbabweans,” any person who, before the 18th April, 1980, was disadvantaged by unfair
Discrimination on the grounds of his or her race, and any descendant of such person, and includes.”Unclearly the act did not reiterate on those people whose descendant were advantaged but he or she did not benefit anything ,for instance those children of the white farmers were Zimbabweans by birth they never belonged anywhere else. According to the late opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai the act was noble sounding on paper, but was no more than patronage, clientelism and asset reaping.
In defense of the Act Minister of finance and economic development reiterated that it cannot be said that it’s scaring away investors per say because it mainly apply to the mining sector ,in his view the thing that were chasing away investors was the bad publicity by the international media and sanctions. The government 
3:7MIXED ECONOMIC SYSTEM Zimbabwe Agenda for Sustainable Socio-Economic Transformation (ZimAsset)
This was a policy by the government put “Towards an Empowered Society and a Growing Economy” from OCTOBER 2013- DECEMBER 2018 according to the ZimAsset document (2013)
In the opening remarks of the first pages of this document signed by the  then President Robert Mugabe  the policy was aimed at transforming the socio economic lives of ordinary Zimbabweans. In the opening statement the policy was enacted  on a results based agenda  aiming at achieving economic growth and reposition the country as one of the strongest economies in the region and Africa. It is also for the purpose of improving Food Security and Nutrition; Social Services and Poverty Eradication; Infrastructure and Utilities.
The plan was important in consolidating the gains of the aforementioned land reform and indigenization and economic empowerment act.
3:7.i)ZIMBABWE INTERIM POVERTY REDUCTION STRATEGY (2016-2018)
According to the Zimbabwe interim Poverty Reduction Strategy paper, the strategies are guided by the country’s national development plan, Zimbabwe Agenda for Sustainable Socio- Economic Transformation (ZIM ASSET).
According to Hon. P.A. Chinamasa’s public press statement (Minister of Finance and Economic Development )on the 22th of April 2016 It was also aimed at  enhancing Government efforts in fighting poverty in Zimbabwe and ensure inclusive growth in the period between 2016 and 2018. Another advantage of this initiative was to facilitate the re-engagement process with the International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and cooperating partners, which is key in financing the country’s development process.











CHAPTER 4 RESEARCH FINDINGS  ,RECOMMENDATIONS  AND CONCLUSION .
 The researcher stumbled upon the reality that some of the responses were influenced by various factors ranging from political affiliation, ideological and cultural beliefs, and the level of literacy, framing and representation and the level of analysis.
Absence of a credible  lifestyle audit authority: speculations of misappropriation, mismanagement and corruption[image: https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DaZw8OUXcAATd-m.jpg]
FIG 4
There has been a mountain of allegations of corruption misappropriation embezzlements of funds levelled against government officials especially Ministers and members of the cabinet and executive .A snapshot of such allegations is provided under. This has resulted in the people losing faith and trusts in the government .People have criticized government expenditure saying it was being intensified and exacerbated by misappropriation, and embezzlements of ministries money, Jonathan Moyo the former minister of primary and secondary education is said to have embezzled money from the ZIMDEF ,another recent case is that of  Minister Obert Mpofu who is the current minister of Home Affairs who allegedly is involved in the disappearance of the Marange diamond  mines in the Eastern Highlands . 
THE FOLLOWING SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS ARE OF THE VIEW THAT THERE HAS BEEN HUGE VIOLATION AND MISUSE OF OFFICE WHICH IS ALSO ONE OF THE CONTRIBUTING FACTOR TO THE CONFLICT IN ZIMBABWE
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FAILURE OF SOCIO ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION AND POVERTY ALLIVIATION STRATEGIES 
Socio economic development implies to the progressive improvements in the living conditions and quality of life enjoyed by the society and shared by its members and citizens of Zimbabwe. Bilance (1997) is of the view that social development which is the promotion of a sustainable society by empowering marginalized groups can be used to prevent conflicts in countries; the government should encourage both women and men to undertake their own development to progress social and economic position and to attain their rightful place in society. AmartyaSen (1995) share the same sentiments as that of Bilance that the equality of social opportunities can go a long way in averting instability and conflicts caused by grievances. In other words socio economic development can be best described as a method by which people can be equipped and empowered to develop themselves on their own capacities and resources.
Indicators of social development include grassroots participation in economic activities, , civic activism which refers to social norms organizations and practices which facilitates greater citizen involvement in policy, decision making and gender equality.
There are two goals of social development which include: to create a society where living conditions of the people are better and to remove regional imbalances and rural urban disparities. The research found out that Zimbabwe is characterised by the politics of the stomach, people are motivated by hunger and starvation that is what determines their perception of the issue at hand. This discovery pushed the research towards the conclusion that the conflict was mainly framed and represented using two frames which are  
CORPARATE CAPITALISM AND THE EFFECTS OF OLIGOPOLIES MEDLING IN PUBLIC POLICY MAKING
Corporate capitalism is necessitated by an unregulated economy which is being advocated by market based economy, it is when corporations take control of the economy it allows corporate to be owned by private corporations including foreign government. This gives room for manipulation.
Oligopolies refers to a selected few controlling the economy and industries these oligopolies limit competition by using pressure tactics in the political sphere this weakens regulations
The statutory instrument 64 of 2016 is said to have been necessitated by oligopolies who wanted to monopolise the markets and economy of Zimbabwe. The statutory instrument was said to have been safeguarding industries and companies left operating in Zimbabwe but Abureni Arthurage dispute the government’s reasons for passing this instrument. He reiterates that it was a move to protect the f businesses owned by political figures and their allies this was the reason why people were conflicting with this statutory instrument 

           1) Social frame of viewing the conflicts in Zimbabwe
          2 the natural frame of viewing the conflicts in Zimbabwe
The two aforementioned are the frames that most of the people engaged in this research used in seeing and explaining the conflicts that occurred in the 21st century Zimbabwe
SOCIAL FRAME 
The research will first explain the social frame of viewing this conflict, so this way of perception is of the view that conflict are socially constructed and are out of human interactions. In relations to the study the conflict was caused by social problems created by the system, the structural scarcity of resources natural resources, clientelistic way of allocating resources. 
(Department of Sociology, 2006) University of Zimbabwe, share the view that the fundamental error that has been committed is that one-sided emphasis of citizen participation has been laid on political affiliation lines, without adequately recognizing the livelihood impacts of top down approach in Zimbabwe.
NATURAL FRAME
Natural frame believes that conflicts occur naturally without the involvement of the society, it believe that conflicts will always exist in our society are caused by either hunger scarcity of resources.
RECOMMANDATIONS
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
The government should put measures that will allow constant citizen participation to ensure that the citizen participation democratic principle is being adhered to this might transform and minimise the conflicts.
AUSTERITY
Austerity is when government cut spending, stop taking new debts and pay old ones
Not taking any credit from the LIMA agreement but the borrowing Peter to pay Paul tendency must be done away with, government. Although it was a measure aimed at re engaging with international financial institutions we are creating problems for the future, the researcher strongly recommends that we live in our means and fight this deleveraging state through a negotiated debt restructuring agreement between ourselves and those we owe. This might help revive our economy and ensure peace and stability.
STOP PRODUCING GOVERNMENT BONDS
Government bonds which are a promissory note that shows that the government owes you money but will pay you in the future.
We have seen that debt postponement has hurt our economy because the Zimbabwean government inherited debts from the smith regime which further increased our budget deficit .This had implications to the later administration it is to this end that the research strongly recommends that the government if it could stop issuing bonds as they are simply borrowing from future revenues and taxes without any assurance but only optimistic that in the future revenue collection will increase  and the economy will perform well
DISCOURAGE CLIENTELISM AND NEOPATRIMONIALISM
These two aforementioned political ideology has a huge bearing on the economy of the country as it might end up taking the financial resources from another ministries in order to win the support of a group of people. Leaders should be more concerned with the state of affairs rather than their re election to another term in offices
GUIDE AGAINST STATUTORY CAPTURE
Regulatory capture is linked to government failure that emanates when an agency established by an Act of parliament to serve the purpose and act in the interests of the society instead advances the profit-making concerns of the particular groups it is entrusted with regulating, that control the commerce. This means that there are certain agencies that are mandated to regulate and to enforce the Command and control approach pertaining to certain conducts of enterprises, citizens and industrial undertaking. The agency from its mandates and duties can be susceptible to capture. When such form of capture arises, there is prioritisation of the welfares of the groups or enterprises instead of prioritisation of the welfares and interests of the society as the primary obligation. The society therefore suffers more because their interests are being undermined and circumvented because of biased notions by agencies towards the cause of the commercial entities.  The main discomfort is that the affiliation between the regulated and the personnel responsible for regulating i.e. the regulator, may possibly lead to the abandonment of the welfares and interests of the majority citizens. It is of high possibility that the agency might become accustomed, affiliated or become too close to the regulated in such a way as to be or prone to be “captured” leading to the agency protecting the welfare or having an interest in the regulated person’s entity. 
With the upliftment of commerce and trade, companies have become more concerned with profit making and there are certain provisions that may try to impede the advancement of such companies’ interests. These companies may try to circumvent such provisions and there is a risk that the agency responsible for regulating pollution may fold towards the luring schemes of such entities leading to regulatory capture. 
An example of such an incident was that that resulted in MR Chivayo winning a tender because of his political affiliation with the first family. This has caused a negative effect on the economy of Zimbabwe 

 




CONCLUSION
In conclusion, it is clear that economic crisis and policies are major causes of conflict and instability as validated by the evidence in the research
Few pointers to support the claim are
·  civil unrest
· Citizens revolting because of discontent and grievances
· Strikes and demonstrations in Harare and Bulawayo in 2016- 2017
· Failure by the government to meet the needs of the people in terms of service delivery
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