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Introduction  

The paper focuses on the impact of the Fast Track Land Reform Programme (FTLRP) on 

attitudes to the environment. The central argument of the paper is that the FTLRP was a 

noble idea that was inappropriately pursued resulting in ecological harm through 

unrestricted wanton exploitation of the environment. There is no doubt that land was badly 

needed in Zimbabwe, but one would agree that the environment was one of the biggest losers 

in the ongoing battle for scarce natural resources. The paper proceeds by looking at the 

historical background to the land issue in a bid to demonstrate how the programme that was 

plausible was derailed by selfish interests of some individuals and or groups that sought to 

gain from the polarized political landscape. It treats the place of Indigenous Religions in the 

conservation of the environment and how they were later reappropriated for political 

expedience at the expense of the environment.  

Historical Background 

Since its independence in 1980, Zimbabwe has pursued a land reform and resettlement 

programme, premised on land acquisition and redistribution with the aim of addressing 

racially skewed land distribution. The most recent phase, the Fast Track Land Reform 

Programme (FTLRP), was officially launched in July 2000. Its goal was extensive, 

compulsory land acquisition and redistribution, targeting at least five million hectares for 

resettlement to address the imbalances in land access while alleviating population pressure in  


