424

Chapter 20

Designing and Delivering Online
Professional Development

Courses for Online Educators:
Lessons From the iEARN Online
Professional Development Courses

Lockias Chitanana
Midlands State University, Zimbabwe

ABSTRACT

This chapter is based on a study that examined the International Education and Resource Network
Science Technology and Math (iIEARN-STM) online professional development course. The study used
the constructivist framework as the conceptual model to examine the way in which the constructivist
theory has shaped the design and implementation of the course, as reflected by the interactions among
the participants in the course. The participants were 28 educators, who were working in different edu-
cational institutions in different countries throughout the world. The purpose of the study was to identify
the constructivist learning principles that were behind the success of the course. The results of the study
show that the constructivist approach to course design and delivery provides a powerful structure for
creating learning environments conducive to the development of professional skills among educators.
The results provide online professional development course designers with insights on how fo plan and
deliver a successful course.

INTRODUCTION

The learning environment is progressively becoming more digital. Many educational institutions from
primary schools up to universities continue to adopt information communication technology to provide
education that develops the 21* century learning competencies among digital learners. In order to keep
pace with the demands of the increasingly digital learning environment, many educational institutions
such as universities and colleges have adopted professional development as an essential component of
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