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Abstract

T h is  paper exam ines ihe relationship don or agenda and political conditkjntthiy o f  don or agencies 
{ u jb w m e d  under euphemisms o f  developm ent, good to ve m a ru c . ilemucracv, rule o f  law  and rights), 
and self-determ ination (cultural freadon and autonom y) by [Ilo recipient c o n in iu jjilw i using 
Zim b a b w e  as the case study. T h e  fipnmd-.e dusnrcH o f  N u n -G o vc rn  mental Organisations b y  the 
Zim b a bw e a n  governm ent in 1hc ptti[-2flf)0 period v U -a -v is  the uproar iti the civil society concern inn 
llicsc closures illustrates the challenges posed hy extern a I influences on supposedly autonomous 
dom esiic p o lity  UteNLon n u k in g , Indicative o f  (his. is the agenda, conditionalities and prescriptive 
developm ent paradigms b y  ihc d o n .ir uppncics w hich disregard the h j Ic  o f  cultural capital in 
sustainable developm ent. Kl is argued in this paper that, (he p ro g ra m m e s  o f  N G O s  in  Z im b a b w e  
a n ; a lig n e d  lo  the a g e n d a  and c o n d itio n a litie s  o f  the d o n o rs w h ic h  im p ly  that th e y  Lack 
a u to n o m y  io its. o p e ra tio n s- A n d  th o re tb re . thore is :±n eccentric se tting in t h i i  n atu re  o f  g iv in g  
w h o re  thu g iv e r  (d o n o r )  is a c tive  as d e m o n stra te d  b y  d e fin in g  the needs o f  th e  re cip ie n t w h ile  
the re c ip ie n t (c o m m u n itie s ) rem ain d o rm a n t w ith  v ir tu a lly  no c h o ic e . T h u s  '.he g iv e r  d efin e s 
the n e e d * o f  [he c o m m u n itie s  and p ro v id e  fo r  th o se  needs w h ic h  c o u ld  be im a g in a ry  in  a w a y  
he secs Jit . A s  a result, tbe N G O s  ge t in to  the c o iiim u n itte s  w ith  p re co n ceive d  a n sw e rs and 
so lu tio n s to  th e  c o m m u n itie s  fo r  the qu estio ns and p ro b le m s  th e y do nol h a ve . In thin study. it
V .A S  shown that H it lUellLh, u ^ lid ii, {Liid uoliditi.0jJLiIitl-L-h o f [lie donatf AlljIljl;*. CtUlO rblUc Co k:Lj]CLir=il 
extension. I !::> in turn EOhlfavcrt-L's r.hc economic, sOuial, political, And religious Struct Lucs :liuL 

phikin>phiea which sustain (he local com mutinies. ‘ib is  is culcur^i I capital, which i f  it would have been 
susUli'IclI . wuuld have contributed to susuiiiiahlo development. Therefore, cultural susiainabiliiv 
agaicLHithc background of foreign aid in not obtainable


