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Abstract 

The paper sought to appraise the practice of environmental education (EE) in secondary schools 

in Zimbabwe.  It  tries  to  establish  whether  it  has  any  transformative  impact  on  the 

behavior  of teachers  and  pupils  towards  the  environment  through  an  assessment  of  their  

actions  on  the immediate  school  and  the  outer  wider  community.  The study targeted 

teachers in secondary schools around Gweru peri and urban.  Transformative impact  of 

environmental  education  in secondary  schools  was  assessed  using  the  systems  thinking  

theory  and  social  critical  theory  to analyze  the role of learners and teachers in the 

development and maintenance of school grounds, bringing about awareness to other members of 

the school community as well as the role of pupils and teachers in the community as indicators of 

transformative social change.100teachers in Gweru peri and urban secondary schools 

participated in the study .A questionnaire was used to gauge the pupils and teachers’ actions to 

find out whether they have developed pro-environmental  behavior as a result of environmental 

education practice in the schools. Results show that what is going on in  the  schools  under  the  

guise  of  environmental  education  is  mere  ‘greening’  of  the  curriculum which  takes  more  

of  a  factual  stance  of  environmental  education  at  the  expense  of  action competence. They 

do not lead to transformation of communities, pupils and teachers as shown by their  limited  

action  in  solving  practical  environmental  problems  in  the  community’s  context. 

Environmental  education  practice  in  the  schools  must  be  applied  in  solving  problems  of  

the community  and  promote  the  understanding  amongst  students  on  how  to  solve  practical 

environmental problems  in  the  students’  context.  Study also recommends that teachers need 

to model pro-environmental behavior, forge partnerships with other environmental stewards such 

as community members and other organizations concerned with environmental issues. 


